Interventional palliative strategies for malignant bowel obstruction.
Malignant bowel obstruction is the luminal narrowing of the small bowel or colon due to direct or indirect cancer growth. Small bowel obstruction usually occurs at the level of the duodenum. Interventional, nonoperative strategies for palliation of malignant bowel obstruction include endoscopic and radiologic techniques. The latter are performed by interventional radiologists. Palliation of luminal small bowel and colonic obstruction primarily is achieved through the use of endoscopically or radiologically placed self-expandable metal stents. Gastrostomy and jejunal tubes also may be placed to provide palliative decompression when other palliative methods are not possible.